In the Outer Court

distance or by death ; but it cannot really cloud-
his life, it cannot really break his conscious-
ness ; it is only while he is in the body that the
separation exists for him, and he may be out of the
body at will, and go where space and time can no
longer hold him. So that right out of his life are
struck for all futui^e lives these two of the great
sufferings upon earth. No friend can again be lost
to him, no death can again take from his side those
who are knit to him in the bond of life. For to him
neither separation nor death has a real existence r-
those are evils of the past, and in their most terrible
forms they are finished with for evermore.

Nor is that all of this enormous change of con-
ditions in the life of the disciple. Not only has he
this unbroken consciousness which makes it impos-
sible that any can be utterly divided from him, but he
knows that it also means that in these lives in front
of him he will not slip back and feel as he has felt
in the lives behind ; not again shall he come into the
world unconscious, to waste perhaps half a life by
not knowing what he seeks; not again shall become
into the world ignorant of all. for the time blinded
by the matter that veils him, and knowing not the
true purpose of his life; he will return again indeed,
but return with knowledge; return again indeed,
but return for progress ; and it will be his own fault
now if the progress be slackened, if he press not
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